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Albert Gordon at a four-day festival in Shidong, Guizhou
Province
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by Tresca Weinstein
On a spring afternoon in the

_Berkshires, Albert Gordon is

wearing an embroidered vest
from Thailand, pants made in
the Nepalese fashion with
pockets at the knee, a neon
green shirt he bought in
Manhattan, and New Balance
sneakers which have trekked
all over the world with him.

The outfit is a perfect illus-
tration of the man: inventive,
spirited, unpretentious, and
equally at home in Stockbridge,
the East Village, or deepest
Africa.

Gordon and his partner,
Judith Schuchalter, are propri-
etors of Origins Gallery, 36
Main Street in Stockbridge, in
the “Mews,” a picturesque little
alley beside the Red Lion Inn
where shops and restaurants
cluster European-style.

Origins is practically over-
Nowing with color and texture
- strings of chunky black and
white beads, strands of raffia
on traditional tribal headgear,
thickly brocaded costumes
worn by Chinese puppets, and
the smooth curves of a fertility
statue from Ghana. Here you
will find an ancient bronze
Buddha from Laos, a Burmese
bible inscribed on lacquered
sheets of palm leaf, a royal
throne from the Baule tribe of
the Ivory Coast, and
Vietnamese cinammon bark
boxes which give off a wonder-
ful spicy-sweet aroma.

The sculpture, artifacts, tex-
tiles, jewelry, pottery, and
musical instruments come from
maore than 70 tribes and king-
doms throughout Africa and
Asia. (Prices range from under
$100 to $20,000.) Gordon has
discovered most of the art him-
self, acquiring objects in remote
mountain villages, at courtship
festivals, and in town market-
places.

“I have an inextinguishable
wanderlust and a fascination
with cultures and beauty of
every kind,” Gordon says.
“What has always captivated
me are the places that are most

_untouched. Where the ancient

cultures have been preserved is
where the most beautiful
objects are available.”

In late March, Gordon
returned from more than three
months in Thailand and China,
two weeks of which he spent in
the Minorities Provinces, an
area in western China which
was forbidden to foreigners
until only five years ago. In the
provinces of Yunan and

Guizhou (pronounced
Gweejoe), he met villagers who
had never before seen a white
man, and encountered isolated
cultures, languages, and craft
which had barely changed for
centuries. The descriptions of
Gordon's trip inserted through-
out this article are excerpts
from his letters home during
his travels; the first one, below,
is from a letter dated December

Trek Across Asia

30, 1997,

Thailand, Jomtien, near
Pattaya Beach

Just decided to go on an ele-
phant trek through a jungle
just a few miles from this
rather beautiful tropical
beach heaven. Will get picked
up at dawwn and be sure to
have my safari hat on and my
water bottles. Such
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